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The Honorable Claiborne Pell
Chairman

Committee on Foreign Relatlons
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Pell:

At your request, I am forwarding herewith the original
transcript of the 28 October 1969 executive session between
your committee and former Director Richard Helms. This
document is classified at the Top Secret level and must be
stored at the storage fac111ty of the Select Committee on
Intelligence.

The traﬁscript of the 26 January 1965 executive session
between your Committee and former Director John McCone was
reviewed by the appropriate officials to determine its
current level of classification. The document contains

- information that must be controlled at the Special

Compartmented Information (SCI) level. After a discussion
with Ms. Beth Chapman of your staff, it was determined that

the SCI information should be excised and a copy of the

document downgraded to the Top Secret level. As soon as this
is accomplished, the document will be available to you in the
Select Committee on Intelligence storage facility.

These documents will be available to staff members of the
Committee on Foreign Relations who hold the appropriate
clearances. Thank you for your patience.

Sincerely,
{7 David D. Gries

David D. Gries
~Director of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure

DOWNGRADE TO UNCLASSIFIED WHEN
SEPARATED FROM ENCLOSURE
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The Honorable Claiborne Pell

Chairman
Committee on Foreign Relations ‘ '
United States Senate . .

Washington, D.C. 20510

The Director has asked me to respond to your requests
that we review transcripts from 26 January 1965 and
28 October 1969 to determine whether we can downgrade the
classification. :

In response to your 3 June 1987 request concerning the
transcript of the 26 January 1965 executive session between
your Committee and former Director John McCone, odr declassi-
fication review is now complete. The document does contain
information that must be controlled at the Special
Compartmented Information (SCI) level. If the Committee
would agree to excise this material, the document may be
downgraded to the Top Secret level. ‘

In reference to your 9 October 1987 request that we
review the transcript of the 28 October 1969 executive
session between your Committee and former Director Helms, the
document has been recalled from our Records Center and
forwarded to the appropriate reviewing officials.
Unfortunately this is a lengthy process, but I shall report
to you as soon as a decision has been reached on the proper
level ‘of classification.

1 appreciate your patience in this delicate review .
process.,

Sincerely,

B N AN S e

David D. Gries
Director of Congressional Affairs _ -

Di§tribution:
Orig. - Addressee"1). ER (Ref ER 4625x-87)
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TOt" The.Director' 21T

From: Dave Gries . | | \
Ve plan to prepare an {

"~ answer for your signature.

A/ We plan to prepare an
- answer for my signature.

____No answer expected or required

___Dave, I prefer to

I oum driom o Lo ond estes, e
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JOSPH 7. BIDEN, Jn., DELAWARE JESSE HELMS, NORTH CAROLINA .~ ER 4625X-87
* 7 PAUL 8. SARBANES, MARYLAND RICHARD G. LUGAR, INDIANA o .

+ ALAN CRANSTON, CALIFORNIA NANCY L. KASSEBAUM, KANSAS

CHRISTOPHER J. DODD, CONNECTICUT RUDY BOSCHWITZ, MINNESOTA

" JOHN F. KERRY, MASSACHUSETTS LARRY PRESSLER, BOUTH DAKOTA

PAUL BIMON, ILLINOIS FRANK H. MURKOWSKI, ALASKA

TERRY SANFORD, NORTH CAROLINA PAUL §. TRIBLE, Jn., VIRGINIA n tt tatz s matz

BROCK ADAMS, WASHINGTON DANIEL J. EVANS, WASHINGTON

DANIEL P. MOYNIHAN, NEW YORK MITCH McCONNELL, KENTUCKY

GERYLD B, CHRISTIANSON, STAFF DIRECTOR COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

JAMES P. LUCIER, Mmonmvsrm DIRECTOR WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6225

October 9, 1987

The Honorable William H. Webster
Director

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, DC 20505

Dear Mr. Webster:

: I am writing to request the return of the transcript of an

- executive session of the Committee on Foreign Relations held on
October 28, 1969. At this session, former Central Intelligence
Agency Director Richard Helms testified on U.S. security
agreements and commitments in Laos. ‘The transcript has been
retained by CIA since 1969 : '

The Committee's records indicate that the transcript is
classified Top Secret. Should the classification level be higher,
however, as was recently the case with a transcript dated January
26, 1965, I request that the transcript be downgraded to a minimum
classification of Top Secret before it is returned to the
Committee. Once received by the Committee, the transcript will be
kept in an approprlately secure facility, and it will not be
published or released in any form w1thout prior review by the
Agency.

_ I would also take this opportuhlty to note that I have not
yet received a reply to my letter of June 3, 1987 regarding the
January 26 1965 transcrlpt S

Your early attention to both requests will be greatly
appreciated.

With every good wish.
Ever sincerely,
/M

iborne Pell
Chairman

4-23/—/f
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